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2 Thomas, married probably Sarah Eustace, daughter of Capt. 
William Eustace and Ann Lee, daughter of Hancock Lee. 

3 Edwin, died without issue in 1748. 

4 Sarah Ann, married (i.) John Pinkard, before 1741, when 
he received, on account of his wife, her share of her father's 
(Thomas Gaskins') estate. Married (ii.) in July, 1744, Dr. 
Joseph McAdam (marriage bond in Lancaster county clerk's 
office). 

5 Ann, married Capt. William Eustace, son of Capt. William 
Eustace and Ann Lee (daughter of Hancock Lee). She is called 
sister "Ann Eustace" in Isaac Lee's will. 

6 John. 

Fourth Generation. 

() George** Conway, of Wicomico, Va., son of Col. Edwin Con- 
way, died in 1754. His will was proved June 21, 1754; married 
in 1739 Ann Heath, born May 9, 1721, daughter of Samuel 
Heath, of Northumberland county, Va. She married (ii.) Dec. 
30, 1764, Travers Downman. Issue : 

1 Agatha, married Isaac Eustace. 

2 Edwin'', born 1742; married Sarah Conway McAdam, 
daughter of Dr. Joseph McAdam and Sarah Ann Gaskins. 

3 George, born 1744. 

4 Peter Hack. 

5 Walker, married .Vnne Moncure. 

6 Anne. 

Fifth Generation. 

2 Edwin" Conway was executor of the estate of his grand- 
father Col. Edwin Conway. He married Sarah Conway Mc- 
Adam, daughter of Dr. Joseph McAdam and Sarah Ann Gaskins, 
and had issue an only daughter Sarah Ann", born Dec. 1, 1763, 
married July 7, 1783, Col. James Ewell, and died Oct. 31, 1783. 



DESCENDANTS OF FRANCIS GEAY. 

1 Francis^ Gray was one of the first emigrants to Maryland, 
for in 1637, three years after the arrival of Leonard Calvert and 
his emigrants at St. Mary's, he was living at St. George's Hun- 
dred, which he represented that year in the General Assembly of 
Maryland. He continued to be elected annually till 1643, as the 
representative from St. George's. By trade he was a carpenter — 
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a trade always of importance in a new country. (See published 
Archives of Maryland.) He married Alice Moorman, who had 
been brought to Virginia in 1637 by Capt. Thomas Cornwallis, 
one of the Council of Maryland. (Neill's Founders of Maryland, 
page 78.) 

Owing to the disturbances in Maryland occasioned by William 
Clayborne and the differences between Catholics and Protestants, 
several settlements were formed about 1638 on the south bank 
of the Potomac, at Machodoc and Chicacoan, under the govern- 
ment of Virginia. Francis Gray took an active part in these 
troubles against Lord Baltimore, and finally found it more agree- 
able to settle in Virginia. He sold his cattle in Maryland in 
1647, and removing to Machodoc, Westmoreland county, Va., 
died there in 1667. His will is on record in Westmoreland 
county, and was dated 7 June, 1667, and proved July 31, 1667. 
It names wife Alice, 2 son Francis, 3 daughter Rust, wife of Wil- 
liam Eust; and mentions Ann Launcelot, daughter of John 
Launcelot. Witnesses John Ashton, Mary Gardner. 

2 Francis^ Gbay^ son of Frauds'- Gray, the emigrant, lived at 
Machodoc, in Westmoreland county, Va. He married Sarah, 
one of the three daughters of ISTathaniel Jones, a justice of West- 
moreland county (see Land Grants and Westmoreland county 
records). He died about 1687, when Thomas Kerton brought 
suit against Thomas Kitchen, "who married the relict of Francis 
Gray." Francis Gray died without will, but 4 Nathaniel was Ms 

eldest son, who married Mary . This is shown by a deed 

from Francis Gray to Thomas Butler, James Butler and Eliza- 
beth Butler (the said James and Elizabeth being a son and 
daughter of said Thomas Butler) for land "formerly leased to 
said Thomas Butler by Francis Gray, father to said Nathaniel 
Gray," dated 27 April, 1707. The same day Mary Gray, wife 
of said Nathaniel Gray, made a deed to Nathaniel Pope. 

4 Nathaniel' Gray (Francis^, Francis^) made his will in 
Westmoreland county, March 26, 1743, and names children, 5 
Nathaniel, 6 George, 7 Sarah, married, first, Weedon, and had 
George Weedon; second, William Strother; 8 Francis, 9 Mar- 
garet. He mentions his grandson George Weedon, daughter 
Sarah Strother, and leaves to his son George Gray land at Wash- 
ington's Mill for life, and then to his grandson Nathaniel Gray. 
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There is a deed dated 1747, recorded in Westmoreland, from 
Francis Gray to William Strother for land in Washington Par- 
ish, Westmoreland county, bequeathed by Nathaniel Gray, of 
Westmoreland, Gentleman, to his daughter Sarah, wife of Wil- 
liam Strother. 

There is a deed recorded in Stafford county from ISTathaniel 
Gray, of Washington Parish, in the county of Westmoreland, 
yeoman, selling to Thomas Kitchins, of the Parish of St. Paul's, 
King George county, 460 acres, once sold by Jarvis Dodson to 
INTathaniel Jones, Aug. 31, 1660, and by the said Jones be- 
queathed to his three daughters by his will dated July 3, 1703, 
and from one of his daughters, Sarah Jones, the land descended 
to her son Nathaniel Gray, above named. This deed is dated 
Aug. 30, 1709. There is the will of James Strother proved in 
Stafford count}^ October, 1766. It names brother French 
Strother, sister Mary, "wife of Mr. George Gray, of Stafford 
Co.," whom he appoints executor. 

6 George* Gray (NathanieF, Francis^ Francis^) and Mary 
Strother had issue, 10 George" Gray, eldest son and heir at law, 
which is proved in this way. 

In King George county there is a deed from Nathaniel Gray, 
of the county of Caroline, to Henrj' Alexander Ashton, of the 
county of King George, which recites that Nathaniel Gray, late 
of the county of Stafford, now King George, father of the grantor 
Nathaniel, his eldest son, and heir at law, was seised of a tract 
of land on the north side of Machodick Creek, in Westmoreland 
county, as tenant in fee tail, and having executed a writ of ad 
quod damnum, he sold the same to his brother George Gray, who 
died leaving George Gray his eldest son and heir. 

10 George" Gray (George^ NathanieP, Francis^ Francis^) 
married Mildred Thompson, daughter of Rev. John Thompson 
and Elizabeth Rootes. (See Strother's St. Mark's Parish, and 
Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, IV., p. 308.) Is- 
sue, John Thompson" Gray, who married Mary Ormsby. 

In Culpeper county there is a deed dated July 3, 1760, which 
recites that Daniel French, then of Fairfax county, and Mar- 
garet French, late wife of James Strother, were children of Dan- 
iel French, late of King George county, who gave some slaves to 
his said daughter Margaret in his will, of which he made his 
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brother Hugh French executor. The deed also states that Jane 
Strother, of Culpeper, French Strother, and Mary Gray, wife of 
George Gray, were children of the said James Slaughter and 
Margaret his wife, late Margaret French, deceased, sister of 
Daniel French, party to the deed. 

There is a deed recorded in Culpeper of Nathaniel Gray and 
Mary his wife, of Caroline, dated 1779. 

There is a power of attorney from George Weedon recorded in 
Stafford county, to George Gray, to sell his lands, or, in case of 
his death, he devises it to his mother, and his sisters Margaret 
Strother, Sarah Strother and Patty Strother. Eecorded in 1756, 
and witnessed by Nathaniel Gray and others. 

Counties. 

Northumberland county was the first county formed in the Northern 
Neck, on the Potomac river, about 1642. Out of this Westmoreland 
county was formed in 1052, comprising the western frontier. In 1675 
the western part of Westmoreland was formed into Stafford county. 
In 1720 King George was formed from Richmond county, and about 
1740 a strip of Westmoreland was added to it. 

Stkothee. 

A. William' Strother made his will in Richmond county, on the 
Rappahannock, in 1700, and left issue (1) William, (2) James, (3) 
Robert, (4) Benjamin, (5) Joseph, (6) Jeremiah-; names his grandson 
William Strother and wife Dorothy. 

B. Jeremiah^ Strother married Eleanor, and his will was recorded in 
Culpeper county in 1741. It names sons (1) Christopher, (2) James', 
(3) William, (4) Francis, (5) Jeremiah, (0) Lawrence, (7) Catherine, 
(8) Elizabeth. 

C. James^ Strother married Margaret French and had issue as shown 
by a deed in Culpeper: (1) French, (2) James, (3) Jane, (4) Mary, 
married George Gray, of Stafford county. 

ROOTES. 

Major Philip' Rootes, of "Roscwall," in King and Queen county, on 
the Mattapony river. He married Mildred, daughter of Thomas Readc, 
and died in 1750. He had issue: (1) Col. Philip^ Rootes, of Rosewall, 
eldest son, Sheriff of King and Queen in 1765. He married, December 2, 
1756, Frances Wilcox. (2) Thomas Reade, (3) John, (4) Col. George, 
(5) Mildred, married Augustine Smith; (6) Elizabeth, married Rev. 
John Thompson, rector of St. Mark's Parish, Culpeper county; (7) Pris- 
cilla, married Benjamin Grymes, of Spotsylvania; (8) Mary, married 
in 1772 Col. Anthony Thornton, of Ormsby, Caroline county; (9) Lucy, 
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who married Roger Dixon. (Fa. Mag. of Hist, and Biography, IV., 
pp. 207, 208.) 

Fbench. 

Hugh' French, of the parish of St. Mary's, Richmond county, made 
his will 20 January, 1700, which was proved December 3, 1701. He 
had issue by his wife Margaret: (1) Mary, (2) DanieV, (3) Hugh, (4) 
Mason. His son Hugh, over sixteen years, petitioned the court in 
September 5, 1705. His widow Margaret had then married John Somer- 
ville. (Richmond county records.) 

DanieP French is described in a deed in Culpeper in 1760 as late of 
King George county. He had issue : ( 1 ) Daniel French, of Fairfax, 
married Penelope Manlj' (his will was proved in Fairfax in 1771) ; 
(2) Margaret^ married James Strother. The Frenches were connected 
with the distinguished Mason family of Stafford and Fairfax counties. 



ItEV. AKMISTEAD SMITH. 
To the Rigid Rev. Dr. Madison, Bishop of Virginia. 

Sik: The Parish of Kingston having become vacant by the 
death of the late Rev. James McBryde, we, whose names are here- 
with subscribed, being members of the Vestry of the Parish 
aforesaid, and anxious for the prosperity of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, do conceive it our bounden duty forthwith to an- 
nounce it to you, as its divine head and benefactor, in order that 
(his vacancy may be supplied. We sincerely lament that wo have 
so long experienced its gradual decline since the commencement 
of the Eevohition; yet fondly hope under the favour of Heaven, 
and you, our guardian and friend, and protector, together with 
the joint exertions of a virtuous clergy, again to see its days of 
prosperity return. It concerns us truly to relate that we have 
been too often unfortunate in the appointment of clergymen 
heretofore to fill this sacred office, and have attributed it chiefly 
to our want of a thorough knowledge of their breeding, general 
conduct and fitness to serve us. To supply this defect in future, 
and to guard against its dreadful consequences, we shall presume 
to nominate, and recommend Mr. Armistead Smith for holy 
orders, who is a gentleman independent in his circumstances, is 
well known to us all, was born and bred among us, and is ex- 
emplary in his conduct. For his economy in the private walks 
of life, we highly esteem him, for his steady regard and attach- 
ment to the interests of our church, we have the greatest con- 



